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ment. The movement was within a few weeks effectually put
down, owing to the exertions of the European police officers backed
by military force, and its leaders expiated their folly and wicked-
ness, some by death in action or on the gallows, others by penal
servitude. Their ignorant followers, peasants of humble caste
but of hardihood and courage, were actuated by the hope of gain
in times when employment and labour had proved scanty. Still,
the readiness with which they answered the mandate of their
shadowy and half-mysterious chief, like bees hiving, the
apathetic and unsatisfactory behaviour of the people in many
villages, and ,the sympathy known to be felt if not openly
evinced by many of the upper classes, were grave circum-
stances demanding reflection on our part. The conduct of
Major Daniell of the police, both as regards personal prowess
and detective skill, entitled him to the acknowledgments not
only of the Government, but of the community.

An incendiary fire, malignantly planned, broke out in the
old palace of the Mahratta sovereigns in Poona just at the time
when the gang-robberies were at their height. In a few hours
this beautiful building, built mainly of teak wood, perished by
the flames; and thus was lost a structure unsurpassed in its
wood carvings and in an original style rarely equalled. There
was indeed much melancholy in the thought that now the two
great monuments of Mahratta palatial architecture had been
burnt, one at Nagpur (already mentioned in chapter XI.) by
accident, the other at Poona by the hand of Mahratta criminals.
If it should seem almost incredible that any Mahratta could be
found " with soul so dead" as to destroy such a building, we
must remember that at the time it was used by the British
Government for public offices. Thus the deed was perpetrated
for the sake of doing mischief to the Government, and must
have had instigators undetected, who were far more important
than the wretched man who was caught and punished. This
event occurring at the same time as the gang-robberies outside
was certainly fraught with some political significance.

As there are few parts of India more worthy of the attention
of politicians than the Deccan, I was careful to inspect the